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Principal’s Letter 
Greetings Mariner Family, 

     I am excited to welcome all our new Mariners and reconnect with those returning.  We have a great year 
planned for all of our students.  If you are new to Murdock Middle School, then I want to introduce our Leadership 
Team.  Before I do, let me start by saying how honored I am to work with the dedicated and talented instructional 
staff at Murdock. Our teachers are committed to providing your student with exceptional instruction within the 
context of positive relationship and safe environment.  In addition, Murdock’s support staff  work tirelessly to 
ensure our students have everything needed to pursue academic and personal excellence. 

     Helping guide the changes needed for us to become a school of excellence is a talented and experienced 
leadership team.  Many of you know Mr. Jenkins as an enthusiastic supporter of all things Mariner. He embodies 
Mariner Pride by setting an example of what it means to be committed to improvement.  As one of our two 
Assistant Principals, he oversees our School Safety Plan, The Code of Student Conduct, and manages all campus 
facilities.  Be sure to thank him for his efforts in cooperation with the District. This summer we saw our School get a 
new roof on our Media Center, new fencing and gates, improved drainage and new sod.  Dr. Young, is our highly 
qualified Assistant Principal for Curriculum.  She is responsible for implementing our School’s Academic 
Improvement Plan, developing our Master Schedule and overseeing everything related to Testing.  Her work has 
resulted in the addition of an 8th grade wellness class, expansion of our Multimedia courses, and a reduction in the 
total number of days needed to complete testing.  Mr. Gretzler is our Athletic Director and part-time Dean of 
Students.  Many of you know him as the Head Coach of our Boys Basketball Team.  Mr. Gretzler works tirelessly 
to promote Mariner Pride.  

     I am Mr. Welton and this is my second year as Murdock Middle School’s Principal.  Though I am new to most 
of you, Murdock is not new to me.  I had the privilege of working with many of  our current faculty from 2003-
2011, first as a Guidance Counselor and then as the school’s first Behavior Specialist.  In January 2011, I accepted a 
position as STEM teacher at LA Ainger, and shortly afterward I was named Assistant Principal at Charlotte High 
School.  I moved to Punta Gorda Middle in 2014 and served as Assistant Principal there for 4 years.  PGMS was 
my last stop before coming back home to Murdock to serve as your Principal.  It is a thrill for me to be a Mariner 
once again. 
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Lorem Ipsum Dolor Fall 2019  

Proven Effects of 

Parental Involvement 

in Schools 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

     This year 6th graders will be allowed to try out for Middle 
School sports. As always, any student trying out must first have a 
physical, proof of health insurance, and signed parent 
permission.  In addition, all students are encouraged to get 
involved in one of our numerous extracurricular activities, 
intramural sports, clubs or Student Government. 

     As your student starts their 2nd quarter, remind them to do 
their best each and every day.  Make sure they know you will be 
monitoring their grades on FOCUS.  I encourage you to create a 
space for them to study and make sure they spend time every 
day, reviewing their lessons, completing assignments, organizing 
their backpack, and studying for quizzes and tests. 

      If  you have any questions or concerns, please contact our 
front office staff.  We are here to help you make this a great year 
for your student. 

Sincerely,                                                                                                   

Lyman Welton 

Principal Murdock Middle 

Nullam ac ipsum gravida 
sem placerat suscipit. 

Students whose parents are highly involved in their school will average about .5 to .6 of a 
standard deviation in overall educational outcomes. 

Family participation in education  is twice as predictive of student academic success as 
socioeconomic status. 

Students with highly involved parents can experience learning gains in reading and math. 

Students with highly involved parents have fewer behavioral problems. 

Older students are less likely to drop out of school when their parents remain involved. 

Students whose parents know about higher level programs, like AP classes, are likely to be in 
them. 
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Family Engagement 
Thursday Nov. 7th, 5:00-6:30 pm: The Family Advocate will be hosting a self-
defense class for all students with a guardian in the cafeteria, dinner will be 
provided by Olive Garden!!! 
 
PTO/SAC will be meeting at 5:00 pm on Oct. 15, Nov.19, and Dec. 17 in the 
media center. 
 
There will be Spirit Night at Beef O Brady’s in Port Charlotte on Tuesday, 
Nov. 26th to help support SGA.  We hope all our Mariner Families will go and 
help support. 

We have our 2nd Annual Family Fun Color Run on Friday, Dec. 6th. 

$5.00 a child or $15.00 for a family of 3 or more.  This includes admission, white t-shirt, food and 
prizes.  Also, parents and staff will have the opportunity to throw paint (non-toxic) at the kids.  
Parents, I will be doing drawing for free items as well as many vendors offering free information 
as well as free items. We will also have a table of a Great Silent Auction with many things to bid 
on!!!  I encourage all our Mariner Families to join us, its so much fun and it’s great to laugh with 
the kids and enjoy an evening!!!! 

February 6, 2020 PTO and Title 1 will be having our 2nd Laser Tag event. 

We have a company Stealth Laser Tag that sets up in the backfield and we do different rounds of 
different games.  We encourage families to come with siblings and play as well.  With the ticket 
price we will include pizza, a drink and popcorn. 

March 5th, 2020 from 5:00-7:00pm, We have our Big Fun Night Carnival!!! 

A family member must attend with their child.  We will have a Live Band, a Silent Auction, 
food and games.  Everything is a dollar, but admission is free!!  It is one of our biggest events 
and you won’t want to miss it!! 

If you need any information at all about Title One you can contact Ms. Chell Pender at 941-255-
7525 extension 211.  Also, you can go on the school website click on the drop down the for the 
Title One section where you can find the calendar of events. 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

The Foundation for Student Success 

PARENTS+TEACHERS = SUCCESSFUL KIDS 
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PE 

“We’ve started off the year with some large group games for all 
to enjoy, from Alley Kickball to Jedi Warrior.  We have also 
started training for our PACER test.  Your student(s) should be 
able to tell you ALL about that.  We look forward to starting our 
team sports soon; in addition, once the weather gets a bit cooler, 
we’ll be outside working on our mile/run/jog/walk.  If you ever 
have any questions, please feel free to email your student’s PE 
teacher at any time.” 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes Club: “Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA) meets on Friday mornings in B-1, Mr. Herring 
classroom at 8:45 am.  All students are welcome, Christian or 
non-christian, athlete or non-athlete.  We gather for some snacks, 
fun games, prayer, and an inspirational message from guest 
speakers.  Any questions, please email Coach Walker at 
aaron.walker@yourcharlotteschools.net.”  

Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball: “We are so pumped for a great 
year of Mariner and Lady Mariner Basketball!  The boys and 
girls both won their first games and the girls’ team defeated the 
PGMS Soaring Eagles for the first time in 5 year!  We are so 
excited for the rest of the season and the tournament at the end 
of the regular season.  We hope to see as many Mariner fans out 
in the audience as possible, both at home and away games, to 
cheer on both of our squads! Goooooooo Mariners!” 

 

Showing support for the 
Pink Out Game!!! 
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PINK OUT SUPPORT!!! 

SCHOOL SPIRIT!!! 

GREAT MEMORIES!!! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

MURDOCK MIDDLE STEP TEAM 

THE SEA OF RHYTHM 
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WAYS FOR STUDENTS TO          
REPORT: 

1. Verbal reports to any adult 

2. Written reports to adults 

3. Anonymous Reports: Use 
online school website - the 
“Bully Button” 
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WHAT A STUDENT CAN DO IF 
THEY ARE BEING BULLIED? 

v Say something to an adult 

v Ask for help 

v Find a friend 

v Exit the area 

 I’LL BE THERE FOR YOU 

WE DON’T BULLY IN OUR SCHOOL, 
EVERYONE IS KIND NO MATTER 
WHAT YOU LOOK LIKE, WE REALLY 
DON’T MIND. 

EVERYBODY’S DIFFERENT AND 
THAT’S WHAT MAKES US GREAT.  
BUT WE ALL AGREE ON ONE THING 
THERE’S NO ROOM HERE FOR HATE. 

WE TRY TO HELP EACH OTHER IN 
EVERYTHING WE DO AND VALUE 
THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS NO 
MATTER WHAT THE VIEW. 

THERE’S NO PLACE HERE FOR 
BULLIES; JUST FRIENDS BOTH OLD 
AND NEW.  WITH ONE SHORT SIMPLE 
MESSAGE- “I’LL BE THERE FOR 
YOU.” 

 

 

 

 

If you are bullied 



 

 

Mariner Nation Fall 2019 

The Holidays Are Here! 

The sights, the sounds, the smells, and family 
gathering! However, the holidays don’t always 
bring joy to everyone.  In fact, it can often bring 
feelings of dread, stress, and/or grief.  How can 
the holidays affect people in what way?  Well, 
often people have experienced some sort of 
trauma either during or near holidays.  There are 
many children who have been through trauma as 
well and have feelings that they may not know 
how to express.  So, if your child or a child you 
know has been through trauma, here are some 
ways that you can help them during the holiday 
season: 

 

1) Pay attention/Listen.  Not all children are going to come out and explain to you how 
they are feeling and why.  More often you will see the way they are feeling in changes 
in behavior.  When you see clues from your child that something may be bothering 
them, open the communication instead of waiting for them to do so.  Children don’t 
often have words yet to express what they are going through and how they are feeling, 
maybe offer some words through telling a story of someone else who has experienced 
trauma and allow the child some space to talk if they choose to.  If your child does decide 
to open up, listen. 
 

2) Be the one.  Most people who have faced trauma as a child and were able to come through 
that okay were people who can pin point someone in their life who was that person who 
helped them through, who was there for them, who was a positive role-model, who encouraged 
them.  You can be that one person for someone.  If no one close to you has experienced trauma, 
there are other kiddos out there that could use you in mentoring capacity.  There are programs 
like big brother, big sister, that could open the possibilities for you to be the one to someone who 
really needs it. 
 

3) Show you care/find resources.  Sometimes trauma requires some resources.  Counseling for example, 
may be something that a person experiencing or who has experienced trauma would benefit from. 
after listening to your kiddo, evaluate what type of resources may be necessary to make sure that your 
kiddo is safe, and that their needs are being addressed. 
 

For more information please visit us online at www.drugfreecharlottecounty.org 
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The Importance of Family Traditions 

Every year my family carves pumpkins together.  For weeks beforehand we talk about what we are each going to 
carve this year.  We go together to pick out our own pumpkins.  We light candles and put down cheap shower 
curtain liners on the living room floor and we watch Halloween movies together while we carve our own 
pumpkins.  Later we roast pumpkin seeds and then place our lit-up pumpkins out in the yard for neighbors to 
enjoy.  We have been doing this every year for as long as I can remember.  Before the kids could carve, we 
painted the pumpkins.  Then suddenly, this year, my oldest said she wants to go to a Halloween party with 
friends instead on the day we have planned our annual pumpkin carving.  I’m not going to lie, it felt like a gut 
punch.  I know that this is perfectly normal for a teenager and I knew it would come sooner or later.  So, I 
could’ve said absolutely not, but what would that really be accomplishing?  She would miserably sit at home 
resenting me and not take any joy in our family tradition.  I could’ve said go ahead, and she just misses out this 
year on our family tradition.  Or, I could do the only thing left I could think of and that is to be flexible and 
change our date to carve pumpkins.  As our kids grow up their needs change.  They need time with peers to grow 
to grow as people….but they also need family tradition too.  Kids, and especially teens get a lot of benefits from 
family traditions.  It can make them feel secure in a time of their lives when there is so much change and 
uncertainty.  It can also help them to feel connected to their family and create a sense of belonging.  So, if you 
have traditions already in place, don’t skip them just because the kiddos are growing up, but remember that a 
little flexibility can go a long way.  If you don’t have any family traditions, it is never too late to start.  Here is a 
list of holiday family tradition ideas your teens might enjoy: 

1) Have a decorating contest.  Each person is responsible for decorating one room of the house (think home 
made decorations and whatever you already have at home).  Then take a family vote on different 
categories like creativity, thriftiness, etc. 

2) Create your own polar express ride where you deck out your car and then drive around and look at all the 
Christmas lights and decorations, maybe even pack some hot chocolate in-go cups. 

3) Movie and snack night.  Think of theme and watch movies with that theme and create some fun snacks 
together that go with it. 

4) Make a meal together.  Plan it out ahead of time together, shop together, and each person can make a dish 
for the meal.  Or teach your kiddo a favorite family dish. 

5) Bake and decorate cookies together. 
6) Exchange funny gifts.  The sillier the better. 
7) Work on a puzzle together. 
8) Play a sport or do a physical activity together. 
9) Give to someone in need – think of a person or organization that means a lot to your teen plan a nice 

surprise that the whole family can participate in. 
10) Make a funny music video together. 
11) Get crafty together. 
12) Make your own Christmas cards. 
13) Make ugly Christmas sweaters. 
14) Make a holiday memories jar. 
15) Have a pumpkin carving party. 

 
Jen Bernadi 
 
For more resources please visit us online at 
www.drugfreecharlottecounty.org 
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7th GRADE CIVICS: 

“In Civics lately, we have been discussing and learning about how one becomes a 
citizen, what it means to be a citizen, and the difference forms and types of government 
that exist in our world today.  Next, we will be journeying through the Enlightenment 
Period to find out the ideas of men like John Locke and Baron de Montesquieu.  We 
will also be looking at some of the founding and influential figures and documents that 
provoked the idea of freedom and representative democracy in our young country.” 

8th GRADE U.S. HISTORY 

“We have already traveled through the time of Christopher Columbus and the Age of 
Exploration.  We have also covered the first colonies in North America, which were 
Roanoke and Jamestown.  Finally, we have gone over the New England, Middle, and 
Southern Colonies and how our early colonial ancestors lived, made money, and 
survived through difficult times.  We will then go through the challenging times of 
being a colonist during the times of the Intolerable Acts, No Taxation Without 
Representation, and more!”  

SGA 

“For SGA, we are having our first meeting on Tuesday, September 17th at 8:45 a.m. 
until 9:05 a.m.  We have held 1st period class representative elections already, and the 
winners/some alternates will be joining us for the meeting on the 17th.  From there, if a 
student would like to run as President, Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer, then 
they have to be in 7th or 8th grade and have to run for candidacy.  Then, we will have an 
election throughout the school via Google Form that will allow students to make their 
voice heard as to who their choice if for each office.  The other members who do not 
run or who do not win will be representatives still throughout the year, being 
responsible for voting in other minor elections in SGA and being the voice of their 
constituents and bringing issues/suggestions/etc. to the attention of the SGA officers 
and sponsor.  We are exited for this year!” 

SCIENCE 

The Murdock Science Fair will take place on Friday.  November 8th in the gym.  Parent 
viewing will be 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
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 FORTIFYFL 
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING APP 

QUICKLY AND EASILY SUBMIT A TIP 

By accessing FortifyFL, students can provide a description of the threat, share pics 
and videos and optionally submit their contact information. 

v Anonymous or Non-Anonymous: You decide whether you include your 
name and contact information. 

v Convenient: Submitting a tip is quick and easy using our mobile app or 
website. 

v Include Photos and Video: You can also include photos or video with 
your report. 

 
QUICKLY SEND TO AUTHORITIES 

FortifyFL automatically routes your tip report to the appropriate law enforcement 
agencies and school officials. 

 
v Your School Officials: The tip report goes to your local school 

officials when submitted. 
v Local Law Enforcement: Your local police department or sheriff  

office receive copies of your tips automatically. 
v State - Level officials: State level officials also have access to your 

tips to make sure proper steps are taken. 
 

FortifyFL is a suspicious activity reporting tool that allows you to instantly relay 
information to appropriate law enforcement agencies and school officials.  
FortifyFL was created and funded by the 2018 Florida Legislature as part of the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Act. 
 
#FORTIFYFL 
GETFORTIFYFL.COM 
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